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Pro Tools Standard Nucleus2 Profile 
Setup and Quick Start Guide 
 

 
 

 
 
Introduction 
Th e  f i rs t  p a r t  o f  th is  tu to r ia l  d e ta i ls  h o w  to  se tu p  P ro  To o ls  w i th  yo u r  S S L  N u c le u s 2 .  Th e  se co n d  
p a r t  d e ta i ls  th e  co m m a n d s  a ss ig n e d  to  th e  p ro f i le .  
 
Th is  tu to r ia l  a ssu m e s  y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  i n s t a l l e d  a l l  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  N u c l e u s 2  r e l a t e d  s o f t w a r e  o n  y o u r  
c o m p u t e r  a n d  th a t  th e re  is  b o th  a  w o rk i n g  n e tw ork  a n d  U S B  con n e ct ion  f ro m  you r  D A W  co m p u te r  
to  th e  N u c le u s.  I f  yo u  h a ve  ye t  to  co n f ig u re  th is  p a r t  o f  yo u r  s ys te m ,  p le a se  re fe r  to  th e  N u c le u s 2  
O w n er ’s  M an u al  b e fo re  co n t in u in g .  
 
G o  to  th e  S S L  w e b si te  >  S S L  a cco u n t  >  M y  P ro d u cts  >  D o w n lo a d s  to  m a k e  su re  yo u r  so f tw a re  is  a l l   
u p - to -d a te .  
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ipMIDI Setup 
 
Apple MacOSX 
1 )   C lo s e  a l l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  u s i n g  M I D I  
2 )   O p e n  A u d i o M i d i  S e t u p  ( A p p l i c a t i o n s  >  

U t i l i t ie s  >  A u d io  M I D I  S e t u p )  
3 )   O p e n  t h e  M I D I  W i n d o w  ( A u d i o  M I D I  

S e t u p  >  W i n d o w  >  S h o w  M I D I  S t u d i o )  
4 )   D o u b l e  c l i c k  t h e  i p M I D I  i c o n  
5 )   S e t  n u m b e r  o f  p o r t s  t o  6  a n d  e n s u r e  

t h a t  ‘ L o o p b a c k ’  i s  n o t  t i c k e d  a n d  
t h e n  p r e s s  ‘ A p p l y ’  

 

OR 
 
Microsoft  Windows OS 
T h i s  s e t u p  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o v e r s  W i n d o w s  7 ,  8 ,  a n d  1 0  
 
1 )   L a u n c h  t h e  i p M I D I  M o n i t o r  a p p l i c a t i o n   
2 )   E n s u r e  P o r t s  1  t o  6  a r e  n o t  m u t e d  
3 )   U n - t i c k  ‘ L o o p  B a c k ’  
4 )   S e t  ‘ P o r t s  a f t e r  R e b o o t ’  t o  6  a n d  e n s u r e  t h a t  

‘ L o o p b a c k ’  i s  n o t  t i c k e d  a n d  t h e n  p r e s s  ‘ O K ’  
 
N o t e :  I f  y o u  a r e  o p e n i n g  u p  P o r t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
a f t e r  R e b o o t i n g  y o u r  c o m p u t e r ,  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  ‘ m u t e d ’ .  
B e  s u r e  t o  o p e n  i p M I D I  b a c k  u p  a n d  u n t i c k  t h e  m u t e d  
P o r t s  
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Setting up Pro Tools 
 
 

 
 

Device Setup 
C o n t r o l  s u r f a c e s  a r e  c o n f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  S e t u p  >  P e r i p h e r a ls …  >  M I D I  C o n t r o l le r s  m e n u .  I n  t h i s  e x a m p le  
w e  w i l l  s e t u p  P r o  T o o l s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n  o n  D A W  l a y e r  1  o f  N u c l e u s .  
 
1 )   S e t u p  t h e  f i r s t  H U I  c o n t r o l l e r  r o w  t o  ‘ R e c e i v e  F r o m ’  a n d  ‘ S e n d  T o ’  o n  i p M I D I  P o r t  1 ,  w i t h  

‘ # C h ’ s ’  s e t  t o  8 .  
2 )   S e t u p  t h e  s e c o n d  H U I  c o n t r o l l e r  r o w  t o  ‘ R e c e i v e  F r o m ’  a n d  ‘ S e n d  T o ’  o n  i p M I D I  P o r t  2 ,  w i t h  

‘ # C h ’ s ’  s e t  t o  8 .  
 
 

A note on Numeric Keypad Setup 
M a k e  s u r e  t h a t  i n  P r o  T o o l s  P r e f e r e n c e s  >  O p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  N u m e r i c  K e y p a d  i s  s e t  t o  ‘ T r a n s p o r t ’ ,  a s  
s o m e  o f  t h e  s h o r t c u t s  a s s i g n e d  t o  N u c l e u s  o n l y  w o r k  i n  t h i s  m o d e .  
 

 

Nucleus Setup 
G o  t o  t h e  N u c l e u s  R e m o t e  a p p l ic a t io n  a n d  e n s u r e  t h e  s e le c t e d  p r o f i le  f o r  D A W  1  i s  ‘ P r o  T o o l s  
S t a n d a r d ’ .  
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Default 
 

 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  N u c le u s’  D e fa u l t  k e y  se t .  Y o u  a re  in  th e  D e fa u l t  K e y  
S e t  w h e n  th e  U se r  1  o r  U se r  2  k e ys  a re  n o t  se le c te d .  
 
 
 

 
 
 

Default 
Default  faders/pan posit ions.  Press and hold whilst  pressing a channel’s  SEL 
key to set  fader to unity.  Press and hold whilst  pushing a V-Pot in ‘Pan’  mode 
to centre the pan.  

Mute Changes push function of  V-Pots between Muting sends or  Pre/Post  

Send A V-Pot controls Send A levels 

Send B V-Pot controls Send B levels 

Send C V-Pot controls Send C levels 

Send D V-Pot controls Send D levels 

Send E V-Pot controls Send E levels 

Pan V-pots control  Pan 

MIXER Shows/hides the Mixer  

PLUG Shows/hides the Plugin window of  selected plugin.  

GROUPS Enables/Disables Group Suspend function 

Assign Enters/Exits the HUI Assign mode for  Plug-ins and I/O assignments 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

KeybID Sets Keyboard ID on instal lation 
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User 1 
 
 

 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  U se r  1 .  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

V-Pot Opens/closes V-Pot Submenu 

AutoEn Opens/closes Automation Enable Submenu 

I/O Opens/closes Input and Output track assignments Submenu 

EditM Enters Edit ing Submenu 

EdTool Cycles through Pro Tools edit ing tools 

Tab T Turns Tab to Transients on/off  

LnkT/E Turns Link Timeline and Edit  Selection on/off  

Click Turns cl ick track on/off  

Edit Opens/closes the Edit  window 

Mix Opens/closes the Mix window 

Assign Enters/Exits the HUI Assign mode for  Plug-ins and I/O assignments 

SUS G Enables/Disables Group Suspend function 

Plugin Shows/hides the plugin window of  selected plugin 

Trans Shows/hides the transport  window 

Big C Shows/hides the big counter  window 

RecRdy Record-ready for  al l  tracks 
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The V-Pot Submenu 
 

 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  V -P o t  S u b m en u .  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pan V-Pots control  Pan levels 

Send A V-Pots control  Send A levels 

Send B V-Pots control  Send B levels 

Send C V-Pots control  Send C levels 

Send D V-Pots control  Send D levels 

Send E V-Pots control  Send E levels 

Mute Changes push function of  V-Pots between Muting sends or  Pre/Post  

Assign Enters/Exits the HUI Assign mode for  plugins and I/O assignments 
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The AutoEn Submenu 
 
 

 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  A u to E n  S u b m e n u .  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fader Enables/disables Fader automation 

Mute Enables/disables Mute automation 

Pan Enables/disables Pan automation 

Send Enables/disables Send automation 

SMute Enables/disables Send Mute automation 

Plugin Enables/disables Plugin automation 

AutoS Enables/disables al l  automation 

AWind Open/closes Automation window 
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The I/O Submenu 
 
 

 
 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  I /O  S u b m e n u .  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assign Enters/Exits the HUI Assign mode for  Plugins and I/O assignments 

Input Allows assign mode to set  channel  inputs 

Output Allows assign mode to set  channel  outputs 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 
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The EditM Submenu 
 

 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  E d i tM  S u b m e n u .  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Z Zooms in/out by set  amount 

Z Out Vertical  zoom out for  al l  tracks 

Z In Vertical  zoom in for  al l  tracks 

Split  Separates region at  playhead 

Cut Cut highlighted region 

Copy Copy highlighted region 

Paste Paste highlighted region 

Delete Delete highlighted region 
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User 2 
 
 

 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  U se r  2 .  
 
 

 
 
 
 

MARKER Accesses the Marker Names Submenu 

LOCATE Accesses the Locate Names Submenu 

DRUMS Accesses the Drum Names Submenu 

BASS Accesses the Bass Names Submenu 

GUITAR Accesses the Guitar  Names Submenu 

KEYS Accesses the Keys Names Submenu 

EXTRAS Accesses the Extra Names Submenu 

VOX Accesses the Vox Names Submenu 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 

--------  Unassigned 
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Marker Submenu 
  

 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  M a rk e r  S u b m e n u .  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

INTRO Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘ INTRO’ 

V1 Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘V1’  

PRE C Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘PRE C’  

CHORUS Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘CHORUS’ 

V2 Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘V2’  

MID 8 Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘MID 8’  

BRKDWN Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘BRKDWN’ 

OUTRO Enters a marker that  names itself  to ‘OUTRO’ 
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Locate Submenu 
  

 
 
 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  Lo ca te  S u b m e n u .  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

START Locates to session start  

Prev Locates to Previous marker 

Next Locates to Next  marker 

-------  Unassigned 

-------  Unassigned 

-------  Unassigned 

-------  Unassigned 

-------  Unassigned 
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Drums Submenu 

 
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  Lo ca te  S u b m e n u .  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

KICK 1 
Types in name ‘KICK 1’  fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

KICK 2 
Types in name ‘KICK 2’  fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

SNR T 
Types in name ‘SNR T’  fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

SNR B 
Types in name ‘SNR B’  fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

TOMS 
Types in name ‘TOMS’ fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

HATS 
Types in name ‘HATS’ fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

OHS 
Types in name ‘OHS’ fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  

ROOMS 
Types in name ‘ROOMS’ fol lowed by enter.  Double tap ‘SEL’  Key to enter  name 
dialogue before pressing this.  
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Transport/Utilities 

  
A b o ve  yo u  ca n  se e  th e  a ss ig n m e n ts  fo r  th e  t ra n sp o rt/u t i l i t ie s  se ct io n .  

 
 
 

 

PlayFS Play command is  assigned to footswitch jack 

RecFS Record command is  assigned to footswitch jack 

Shift  Shift  command (HUI)  

Ctrl  Ctr l  command (HUI)  

Alt  Alt  command (HUI)  

Option Option command (HUI)  

Shuttle Turns wheel  into a Shuttle function 

Enter Enters a marker 

F8 Cycles Pro Tools edit  tools 

Save Saves session 

Undo Undo 

V Zoom 
(F1) 

Vertical  Zoom Out for  al l  tracks 

V Zoom 
(F2) 

Vertical  Zoom In for  al l  tracks 

RTZ Locates to session start  

End Locates to region end 

Loop Turns loop playback on/off  
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List of HUI Functions 
  
The Pro Tools profi le  contains a mixture of  HUI and USB keyboard shortcuts.  To help you 
see how we have renamed the commands, see the table below. 
 
BLACK TEXT = HUI command 
RED TEXT = USB keyboard shortcut  
 

 

DAW CMD / KEYBOARD SHORTCUT SOFTKEY LABEL (RE-NAMED) 
Default  Default  
Mute Mute 
Send A Send A 
Send B Send B 
Send C Send C 
Send D Send D 
Send E Send E 
Pan Pan 
Apple = MIXER 
Open/close plugin editor  PLUG 
Shift  Apple G GROUPS 
Assign Assign 
Edit  to foreground Edit  
Mix to foreground Mix 
Shift  Apple G SUS G 
Open/close plugin editor  Plugin 
Open/close transport  Trans 
Apple “Numeric Keypad 3” Big C 
Rec/Rdy Al l  RecRdy 
Edit  Tool  EdTool  
Alt  Apple Tab Tab T 
Shift  /  LnkT/E 
“Numeric Keypad 7” Cl ick 
Auto Enable Fader Fader 
Auto Enable Mute Mute 
Auto Enable Pan Pan 
Auto Enable Send Send 
Auto Enable Send Mute SMute 
Auto Enable Plugin Plugin 
Auto Suspend AutoS 
Apple “Numeric Keypad 4” AWind 
Input Input 
Output Output 
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e Big Z 
Ctr l  Alt  “Down Arrow” Z Out 
Ctr l  Alt  “Up Arrow” Z In 
Apple e Split  
Apple x  Cut 
Apple c  Copy 
Apple v  Paste 
Backspace Delete 

“Numeric Enter” ‘ INTRO’ “Numeric Enter” INTRO 

“Numeric Enter” ‘V1’  “Numeric Enter” V1 
“Numeric Enter” ‘PRE C “Numeric Enter” PRE C 
“Numeric Enter” ‘CHORUS’ “Numeric 
Enter” 

CHORUS 

“Numeric Enter” ‘V2’  “Numeric Enter” V2 
“Numeric Enter” ‘MID 8’  “Numeric Enter” MID 8 
“Numeric Enter” ‘BRKDWN’ “Numeric 
Enter” 

BRKDWN 

“Numeric Enter” ‘OUTRO’ “Numeric Enter” OUTRO 
RTZ START 
Prev Marker Prev 
Next  Marker Next  
Play Foot  Switch PlayFS 
Record Foot Switch RecFS 
Shift/Al l  Shift  
Control  Ctr l  
CMD/Alt/Fine Alt  
Option/All  Option 
Shuttle Shuttle 
KPad Enter   Enter  
FKey 8/Esc F8 
Save Save 
Undo Undo 
Ctr l  Alt  “Down Arrow” V ZOOM 
Ctrl  Alt  “Up Arrow” V ZOOM 
RTZ RTZ 
End End 
Loop Loop 
Stop Stop 
Play Play 
Record Record 

 
 
 


